IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the following paragraphs of the specification. Applicant 
includes herewith an Attachment for Specification Amendments showing a marked up 
version of each replacement paragraph. 


damping forces during the transition between low speed piston velocities and high 
speed piston velocities in order to improve the ride and handling characteristics of the 
vehicle without creating harshness. The present invention provides the art with a 
variable orifice bleed circuit which is incorporated into the secondary valving system. 
The secondary valving system includes a plurality of discs secured to the piston or the 
valve body of the base valve assembly to close the fluid passages extending through 
the piston or the valve body. The plurality of discs deflect due to a pressure differential 
to open the fluid passages during the second stage valving. The variable orifice bleed 
circuit of the present invention incorporates a clipped valve disc directly adjacent the 
main valve disc which rests directly on the piston or the valve body. This clipped disc 
allows an outer circumferential portion of the main valve disc in contact with the piston 
to deflect prior to the deflection of the entire plurality of valve discs to provide the 
variable orifice bleed circuit. The clipped disc has a portion which is removed to control 
the deflection of the main valve disc. 


Please replace Paragraph [0009] with the following paragraph: 


Ai 


[0009] The present invention provides the art with a method for tuning 
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Please replace Paragraph [0026] with the following paragraph: 
[0026] Supporting disc 92 is an annular disc defining a centrally located 
bore 1 1 0 through which bolt 66 extends. The outer periphery of supporting disc 92 
includes a cut away section 112 formed by clipping supporting disc 92 along a chord 
1 14 of the circle defined by the outer periphery of supporting disc 92. The size of the 
clipped portion which is defined by the length of chord 114 determines the transitional 
curve between the low speed circuit and the high speed circuit for shock absorber 20. 


Please replace Paragraph [0027] with the following paragraph: 
[0027] During a compression stroke, fluid pressure builds up in lower 
working chamber 46 and fluid pressure decreases in upper working chamber 44. The 
increase in pressure in lower working chamber 46 causes a pressure imbalance 
between lower working chamber 46 and reservoir chamber 54 and compression 
passages 74. This pressure imbalance within passages 74 will react against variable 
orifice bleed disc 90 causing disc 90 to deflect along chord 1 14 to allow fluid flow past 
disc 90. The pressure difference between lower working chamber 46 and reservoir 
chamber 54 required to cause deflection of disc 90 along chord 114 will be determined 
by the bending stiffness of disc 90 and the radial positioning of support for disc 90 by 
chord 1 14 of supporting disc 92. As the fluid pressure difference continues to increase, 
disc 90 will deflect more allowing additional flow of fluid past disc 90. The deflection of 
disc 90 against the support of valve disc 92 thus operates as a low speed valve. The 
shape of the pressure differential vs. flow curve will be determined by the size of cut 
away section 1 12 of supporting disc 92. As the fluid pressure differential continues to 
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increase, the load exerted on variable orifice bleed disc 90 will be transferred to 
supporting disc 92 to eventually cause the deflection of supporting disc 92 allowing for 
full flow of fluid through compression valve assembly 64. The deflection of discs 90 and 
92 thus operates as a mid/high speed valve. 


Please replace Paragraph [0028] with the following paragraph: 
[0028] Thus, the present invention provides increased low speed damping 
force which enhances vehicle control by having variable bleed disc 90 deflect along 
chord 114. Vehicle handling is improved as a result of transferring the inertia of the 
vehicle to a force applying the tire to the road. The amount of force transferred by 
shock absorber 20 can be tuned to meet specific vehicle performance criteria. Prior art 
designs cannot transfer vehicle body inertia to the tire because a damping force is not 
created at low velocities due to the fixed bleed orifices or notches. The present 
invention is a distinct advantage over the prior art systems since the low speed valving 
is a tunable feature. 


IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 1,3,4,5 and 6 in accordance with the following 
rewritten claims in clean form. Applicant includes herewith an Attachment for Claim 
Amendments showing a marked up version of amended Claims 1,3,4,5 and 6. 


1 . A damper comprising: 

a pressure tube forming a working chamber; 
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